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Sermon Manuscript

Fear vs. Faith (Cyclical inductive form)

Mark 4:35 - 5:20

	Intro:
	“Imagine a world where your greatest fears become a reality.” Sounds familiar?

	1. Arouse interest by recalling on TV programme -Fear Factor
	That’s what the contestants of “Fear Factor” had to face each episode. Contestants on the Fear Factor TV reality programmes had to face their fears by competing in extreme stunts which were both physically and mentally challenging. It was a time where their greatest fears became a reality. They had to go through extreme grose stunts like eating worms or dangerous stunts like scaling on extreme heights. If a player is too afraid to complete or fails a stunt, the player is eliminated. If players succeed, they are one step closer to the grand prize of a million dollars. The contestants had real fears because of real dangers or real disgusting stunts that they had to perform with the aim of competing for a grand prize of a million dollars. 

	2. Raise Need
	What are your reactions towards the things that these contestants had to go through? It is grose. It is yucky. It’s disturbing. It’s scary to face those disgusting things or dangerous stunts. Well, you might not have to go through such grose or disgusting stunts to encounter fears because you are not competing to win a million dollars. However, in life, there are things or people that you might encounter with fears.  How do you handle fears in your lives? What happens if your fears are a reality? Do you succumb to fears in your lives? How should you respond to fears if Christ is your Lord?

	3. Subject
	How should you respond to fears if Christ is your Lord?

	4. Background
	Mark recorded that Jesus’ disciples and crowds of audience were taught on lessons of faith and discipleship in Jesus’ teaching on the parables of the sower, a lamp on a stand, the growing seed and the mustard seed.

	5. Preview
	Today’s passage on Mark 4:35-5:20 will touch on the fears of three groups of people and how Jesus used his miracles to teach his disciples and followers on faith and discipleship through his Lordship so that ….

	MPI

A. 1. 

4: 35 - 36


	we replace fear with faith in Jesus’ power over our storms, that is, we place faith instead of fear in the presence of our storms. In the passage 4:35-41, we see that Jesus rebuked his disciples for their fear of death and lack of faith in him. Here, we see that Jesus provided a place and space to teach his disciples about His Lordship. In verse 35 - 36, “On that day, when evening came, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side,” Leaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and the other boats were with him.”  Interestingly, Jesus used time away from the crowd, place in a boat and place in the sea to teach his disciples about his Lordship. What was Jesus’ purpose? 

	4: 37-38

2. 
	In verse 37-38, the disciples experienced a terrible storm in the middle of the sea where they helplessly looked at Jesus sleeping on a cushion at the side of the boat. They woke Jesus up and said, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”  Why was Jesus sleeping in the middle of the storm? Why did the disciples accuse Jesus of abandoning them to die? What does the response of Jesus’ disciples show? Jesus’ disciples displayed fears for their lives or fear of death in the midst of the storm when Jesus did not respond to their cries of help. Their rude accusation reflected their panic and fear of their lives. Their accusation reflected their real fears. Jesus’ calmness in his sleeping posture in the face of storms is a contrast with the disciples’ panic and fears.

	4:39 - 41

3. and 4.
	In verse 39-41, Jesus’ disciples witnessed Jesus’ authority and power over the storm. Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and sea, “Hush, be still.” And the sea and wind died down and it became perfectly calm. Jesus also rebuked his disciples, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Why did Jesus rebuke his disciples? Doesn’t Jesus know that they were going to die? Doesn’t Jesus care? Jesus rebuked his disciples for their lack of faith in His Lordship over nature.

	Explanation
	Jesus’ disciples had known and witnessed Jesus’ work, yet they did not understand who Jesus was; his power and authority. They had seen Jesus’ dynamic teaching (1:21-28), they had witnessed his power to heal the worst of diseases (1:40-45), they had heard him claim to be the Son of Man with power on earth to forgive sin (2:10), they had watched him angered his enemies -the pharisees (2:23-28), they had received authority to cast out unclean spirits (3:15) and they had learned his parables (4:1-34). Jesus did not rebuke his disciples for how much they knew about him or their lack of knowledge. Instead, Jesus rebuked his disciples for their fear, that is, their lack of faith in him, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Hence, the real threat to faith is not from lack of knowledge but from doubt and fear in Christ’s Lordship. The impact of Jesus’ power over nature terrified his disciples that they said, “Who then is this, even the wind and the sea obey him?” The disciples were more frightened with Jesus’ power than the power of the natural forces. The presence of divine power is more frightening than the presence of natural power.  Will their fear of divine power “Who then is this” lead them to put their trust in Jesus?

	B.

Application
	What about us? Do we respond with doubts over Jesus’ power and authority especially during the storms in our lives? When we are faced with storms in our lives, how do we respond as followers of Jesus Christ? Do we respond to Christ as if he is our Lord? Do we exercise faith in Christ or do we demonstrate fear in our lives and we doubt Jesus’ power and authority? Does our fear in the divine power lead us to put our trust in Jesus?

	Illustration
	I remember one of the storms in my lives which nearly led me in giving up my faith in Christ. After I became a Christian, I was still facing immense troubles at home. I felt helpless as I could not see Christ in the midst of experiencing unending fights and quarrels at home. I remembered I was going out of my house and walking towards the bus-stop near my house. It was a slow and long walk. I was crying and trying to comprehend what was the meaning of my troubled life as a Christian. I struggled with the question of who Jesus was in my life. I reached the bus-stop and sat there thinking about my fear and insecurity in life - the unending troubles at home. At the point, I told myself to forget Christ and to give Christ up. Immediately, I felt a sudden icy, coldness in my heart. Jesus reminded me how I had come to know him. He also reminded me the cost of giving him up is far greater than the cost of following him. He is God. He is the Lord of my life. Jesus used a time and a place to rebuke me for doubting him as Lord and reminded me the dire consequences of rejecting him as the Lord of my life. I repented and asked God to help me to exercise faith in His Lordship and that He is still in control even in the midst of my fears of troubles at home.  

	MPII.
	How should you respond to storms in your lives if Christ is your Lord? How should we respond to storms in our lives if Christ is our Lord? We should replace fear with faith in Jesus’ power over the storms of our lives. We should also replace fear with faith in Jesus’ power over demonic powers.

	II. 5: 1-20

A.
	In the next passage, Mark 5: 1-20, we see that Jesus continued to teach his disciples and his followers on faith and discipleship through his Lordship over demonic powers so that we do not fear demonic powers but place our faith in Jesus. Here, Jesus encountered a demon-possessed man once he got out of the boat in Gerasenes. The demon possessed man was possessed by a strong army of evil spirits that no one could subdue him. How did Jesus show His Lordship over demonic powers? The act of the demon-possessed man running towards Jesus and the plea of the demon-possessed man to Jesus not to torment him indicated that even the evil powers could not triumph over Jesus’ divine power. Jesus also showed his Lordship over the demonic powers when the demonic powers requested Jesus to send them to the large herd of pigs and when he cast out the demonic powers from the demon-possessed man.

	1.

ILL. 
	The passage depicted two types of responses towards Jesus’ healing of the demon-possessed man. One was the rejection of the people in Ge ra senes who had witnessed Jesus’ power over the demonic powers. In verse 15 - 17, “And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man , the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed in the right mind, and they were afraid......And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region.” They had showed more fear of Jesus’ power to cast out the demons and least concerned with the restoration that Jesus gave through his power and authority over the demonic powers. They refused to acknowledge the Lordship of Christ. Jesus’ power over the demonic powers did not lead the people in Gerasenes to have faith in Christ but fear in Christ. They chose to reject Christ by begging him to leave. 

Illustration: Many people including believers thought that if they would have more faith in God if they see the manifestation of God in their lives. They prayed for God to show miracles in their lives and sought after miracles or healing when they are inflicted with diseases or encountered disasters in their lives. Some who deemed to be successful in their own eyes, refused to believe in God unless they witnessed the miracles or powers of God. If they cannot see God’s miracles or healing in their lives, their faith in God wavered or they just simply reject God. Here in the scriptures, it showed that the stubbornness of the human heart. Although the people had witnessed the healing of demon-possessed man, they refused to place their faith in Christ’s Lordship over demonic powers and chose to reject Christ. 

	2. and 3. 
	The second response towards Jesus’ healing was the healed man’s acceptance of Jesus’ Lordship over the demonic powers. He had also shown faith in Christ by requesting to be with Jesus. 

What was Jesus’ response to the people who rejected him? He left them. What was Jesus’ response to the healed man? He commanded the healed man to testify for him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you and how he had mercy on you.” What was the result of the healed man’s testimony? Many in Decapolis came to know the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

	B. APP
	How do we as believers of Jesus respond to the Lordship of Jesus on his power over the demonic powers? Is it rejection or acceptance? Will our fear lead us to place our trust in the almighty Christ? 

What is the implication of rejecting the Lordship of Jesus? Jesus showed us the tension between fear and faith in our lives and what it takes to follow Christ. The people in Gerasenes witnessed the miracles act of Jesus, yet they rejected Jesus. 

We should act on faith even when we are afraid of our future and not let the evil powers reign in our lives as Jesus has power and authority over the demonic powers.

	Conclusion
	This whole passage basically exhorts believers or followers of Jesus Christ to replace fear with faith in Christ especially in the presence of our storms and evil powers. Let Jesus who has the authority over life as well as nature and evil powers be the object of our faith as he is the sure security and foundation of our faith.


Homiletical Outline 2: Fear vs. Faith
Mark 4:35 - 5:20 (Cyclical inductive form)

Desired Listener Response: The listeners will replace fear with faith in the Lordship of Christ in the midst of troubles and struggles.

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: The Fear Factor show where participants had real fears because of the real dangers and harm caused by objects of stunts.

2. Need: Does fear rule your Christian life? 

3. Subject: How should we respond to Christ if he is our Lord? 

4. Background: Mark recorded that Jesus’ disciples as well as crowds of audience were being taught on lessons of faith and discipleship in Jesus’ teaching on the parables of the sower, a lamp on a stand, the growing seed and the mustard seed.

5. Preview: Today’s passage will touch on the miracles of Jesus where Jesus continued to teach his disciples on faith and discipleship through his Lordship so we replace fear with faith in the presence of storm and demonic powers. 

I. We replace fear with faith in Jesus’ power over our storms (4:35 - 41)

A. Jesus rebuked his disciples for their fear of death and lack of faith in Jesus (35 - 41)


1. Jesus used the time away from the crowds and the place in a boat and sea to teach 
his disciples about His Lordship (35-36)



2. Jesus’ disciples displayed fears for their lives when Jesus did not respond to 
their cries. (37 - 38)


3. Jesus’ disciples witnessed Jesus’ authority and power over the storm (39)


4. Jesus’ disciples were rebuked by Jesus because of their lack of faith towards 
His Lordship over nature. (40 - 41)

B. Do we respond with doubts over Jesus’ power and authority especially in the storms of our lives? (illustration of placing my faith in Jesus’ Lordship during storms in my life)

(We respond to Jesus by placing our faith in His Lordship during storms in our lives.)

II. We replace fear with faith in Jesus’ power over demonic powers (5: 1 - 20)

A. We respond to Jesus’ power over demonic power either through rejection or acceptance of His Lordship.  (1-20)


1. Jesus’ healing on the uncleaned man was rejected by people’s fear (1-17)


2. Jesus’ Lordship over evil powers was accepted by the healed man’s faith (18)


3. The healed man testified Jesus’ Lordship over his healing (19-20)

B. How do we as believers of Jesus respond to the Lordship of Jesus in the presence of demonic powers? 

(Application: We should act on faith even when we are afraid of our future and not let the evil powers reign in our lives as Jesus has power and authority over the demonic powers.)

(So what is the point of Jesus’ teaching? This whole passage basically exhorts believers to...)

Conclusion
1. MI: Replace fear with faith in Christ. (Main Idea).

2. MPs: We replace fear with faith in Jesus’ power over the presence of our storms and demonic powers.

3. Let Jesus who has authority over life as well as nature and evil spiritual powers to be the object of our faith as he is the sure security and foundation of our faith.

Mark 4:35 - 5:20

Study Questions 
Context: What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Mark recorded the parables of the sower, a lamp on a stand, the growing seed and the mustard seed before he recorded the miracles of Jesus, that is, the power of Jesus in calming the storm and exorcising the demon-possessed man. 

Purpose: Why is this passage in the Bible?

2. The purpose of this passage in the Bible is to highlight the christological truths of Jesus that “Jesus is Lord of nature (4:35 - 41) and of the demons (5:1 - 20)”. 
 Edwards also highlighted that this passage emphasized “Jesus as a miracle worker.” 

Questions
Chapter 4
v35 On that day, when evening came, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side.”

1. What was the author’s purpose of highlighting “on that day, when evening came”? Where was Jesus and his disciples? What were they doing before they went to the other side?What was Jesus’ purpose in leading his disciples across the other side? Was he tired from his ministry or was he concerned with his disciples’ well being?

Ans: 

· The author’s purpose of highlighting the time factor was to illustrate that the teaching of Jesus was done in a single day. Jesus and his disciples were at a lake in a Gentile region. Jesus was probably tired after a day’s work because of the overwhelming response from the crowd as indicated in v36.

v36 Leaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats were with Him.

2. Why did Jesus’ disciples take him in the boat? Why were the other boats with him?

Ans: 

· This verse highlighted that Jesus was already in the boat as indicated in v1. or the disciples took him into the boat. The latter is taken as a likely scenario that the disciples were already present in the boat and took Jesus along with them in the boat.  This verse highlighted that their boat was not the only one in the lake, there were other boats in the lake as well. 

v37 And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up. v38 Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”

3. Why was Jesus sleeping soundly when the storms broke and the boat nearly overcome by the storm?  How did Jesus’ disciples feel when they saw Jesus sleeping in the midst of dangerous and violent storm? What kind of response did the disciples have towards Jesus whom they had known for a while?

Ans: 

· The reason that Mark mentioned that Jesus was asleep was to highlight the fear of the disciples. Mark did not mention whether Jesus was tired or whether he was troubled by the situation but he mentioned this to highlight Jesus as a divine God who is the main character of the narrative against the other humanly characters who were fearful. 

· The response of Jesus’ disciples came across as rude and this rude response reflected the panic and fearful state of the disciples. 

v39 And He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be still.” And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. 

4. What was the significance of Jesus’ response to his disciples’ cry of help? How did his disciples feel when they witnessed Jesus performing the miracle of calming the storm?

Ans:

· Jesus’ response in rebuking the sea illustrated that Jesus is the Lord of the sea and implied his authority and power over nature.

· The significance of Jesus’ verbal response, “Hush be still” is a language used as a command over demonic forces and in this case, the calming of the storm as “the language of exorcism”.
 
v40 And He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” v41 They became very much afraid and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”

5. Why did Jesus reprimand his disciples for having no faith in him? Why were his disciples terrified of Jesus’ reprimand? Why were they not able to recognise or acknowledge the power of Jesus, his authority or his identity? What makes them comment in such a way?

Ans:

· The reason that Jesus reprimanded his disciples was their failure and slowness in placing their faith in him whom they had known and witnessed his work. 

Chapter 5
v1 They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes. 

6. Where is Gerasenes? Is there a significance in the country of Gerasenes? What is the situation in Gerasenes? What was the purpose of moving to Gerasenes from the lake? 

Ans: 

· Although there were variation to the name of region, Gerasenes, nevertheless, this narrative was set at Decapolis, the east side of the Sea of Galilee. This was a place of significance as this was the place of the Gentiles and it highlighted that Jesus did minister to the people outside the Jewish community. 

v2 When He got out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, v3 and he had his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain; v4 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him. v5 Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and gashing himself with stones. 

7. What was the man doing in the tomb? What made the man with impure spirit approach Jesus? Why was he chained from hand to foot? What caused him to tear the chains apart and break the irons on his feet? Where did he get his strength? What does it mean by “no one was strong enough to subdue him”?

Ans:

· The tomb was a place that was associated with uncleanness and the man was being put away to such a place because he was unclean and not fit to be with the people. 

· The man was demon-possessed by not just one but many demons and possessed such powers that he had to be chained in hand and foot but eventually broke the chains. 

v6 Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him; v7 and shouting with a loud voice, he said, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!” v8 For He had been saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” v9 And He was asking him, “What is your name?” And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” v10 And he began to implore Him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 

8. What made the demon-possessed man to run towards Jesus and bow before him? Why did the demon-possessed man with much power beg Jesus not to torture him? Why did he mention “in God’s name’? Who is the Legion and why he said, “for we are many”?  Why did Legion beg Jesus not to send them out of the area?

Ans:

· The act of the demon-possessed man running towards Jesus indicated that even the evil powers could not triumph over the divine power. This could also be seen by the plea of the demon-possessed man who called Jesus as the Son of the Most High God not to torment him. 

· The Greek term “Legion” is a military term consists of army unit of many soldiers. Hence, Legion referred to demonic figures that consisted of an army of many evil forces. The reason that Legion’s plea of not to be sent out of the country was illusion that they would not be attacked by Jesus. 

v11 Now there was a large herd of swine feeding nearby on the mountain. v12 The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter them.” v13 Jesus gave them permission. And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in the sea.

9. Why did the demons beg Jesus to send them among the pigs instead of out of the area? What is the significance of this act?

Ans: 

· It was not a new concept that the demons entered into animals as this occurred in “Babylonian exorcistic incantation”.The significance of this act implied that the demons were subjected to Jesus’ authority.

v14 Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and in the country. And the people came to see what it was that had happened.  v15 They came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the “legion”; and they became frightened. v16 Those who had seen it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and all about the swine. v17 And they began to implore Him to leave their region.

10. What was the significance of the response from the crowds? Why were the people afraid when they saw the man was in sound mind? Why did the people beg Jesus to leave them when Jesus had helped them cast the evil spirits from the demon-possessed man? Why were they not grateful to Jesus? What was the implication of their fear towards Legion?

Ans:

· Their response towards Jesus was fear instead of gratitude. They did not welcome Jesus and follow him. Their concern was on the loss of the pigs rather than their welcome reception to Jesus who had taken care of their problem.

18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might accompany Him. 19 And He did not let him, but He said to him, “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.

11.  Why did Jesus disallow the man to follow him? What was the significance of Jesus’ charge to the man to tell of Jesus’ miracles?

Ans: 

· Jesus commanded the man to testify for him in Decapolis as the man had personally witnessed Jesus’ healing and restoration and this gave the man opportunity to give witness of his transformation to Jesus through his own life example.
 
Mark 4:35 - 5:20

Exegetical Outline 2 
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The response of a true disciple to the Lordship of Jesus is to demonstrate faith in Jesus even in the midst of a storm in the sea and exorcism of the Gerasenes demonic.

I. (4: 35 - 41) The response of disciples to the Lordship of Jesus was through fears and lack of faith in Jesus over the storm in the sea.  


A. (35 - 36) The way Jesus taught his disciples the lesson on his Lordship was by 
 
    providing a right setting

1. (35) Jesus commanded a time out with his disciples


      2. (36) Jesus provided the space to be with his disciples 


B. (37 - 41) The response of Jesus’ disciples in the midst of the storms was by 
showing fear and frustration towards Jesus. 


      1. (37) The disciples faced violent storms that threatened their lives 


      2. (38) The disciples displayed fears for their lives when Jesus did not respond
to 

their precarious situation


      3. (39) The disciples witnessed Jesus’ authority and power over the storm


C. (40 - 41) The response of Jesus’ disciples on His Lordship was taught by Jesus’ 
rebuke over their lack of faith towards his Lordship over nature.  


      1. (40) Jesus rebuked his disciples’ fears and slowness in putting their faith in him


      2. (41) The disciples were still questioning over Jesus’ power and authority 

II. (5: 1 - 20) The response of people and disciples to the Lordship of Jesus was through Jesus’ exorcism of the Gerasenes demonic.


A. (1 - 13) The way Jesus healed a man with unclean spirit was by his willingness to 
     associate with unclean people

1. (1 - 10) The man with unclean spirit made a plea to Jesus to save him 

2. (11 - 13) The demons were succumbed by Jesus’ authority over them

B. (14 - 17) The response towards Jesus’ healing was rejection by people 


      1. (14) The herdsmen reported Jesus’ healing to their people




      2. (15 - 16) The people were frightened by Jesus’ healing


      3. (17) The people asked Jesus to leave


C. (18 - 20) The response towards Jesus’ healing was acceptance by the healed man


      1. (18) The healed man asked for Jesus’ permission to follow him


      2. (19) The healed man was commanded to witness for Jesus 


      3. (20) The healed man testified for Jesus in faith
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